
English Curriculum Overview 

Notes and guiding principles: 

Spoken language 

● The development of pupils’ spoken language is intrinsic to all curriculum subjects and our ethos for learning at Thomas A Becket Junior School.  Underpinned by 

the principles of the TAB Way, our approach to developing pupils’ spoken language is realised by our approach to learning through talk. 

Writing 

● The writing curriculum incorporates transcription (handwriting and spelling); composition; and vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. 

● Grammar, punctuation and vocabulary are intrinsic to all aspects of spoken and written English.  Our progression map shows which aspects are first taught and 

when. 

● Transcription is integrated as part of all aspects of written English.  Further detail on our approach to the teaching and learning of handwriting can be found in our 

handwriting policy.   

Reading 

● The reading curriculum incorporates both word reading and comprehension.  Further detail on our approach to teaching and learning in reading can be found in 

our reading policy.  

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 3 

Timeless Tales 
Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/communicate 
 
Key text(s): The Day The Crayons Quit (Oliver 
Jeffers) and The Twits (Roald Dahl) 
 
End-point(s): letter, character description and 
narrative (fictional) 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to entertain/inform 
 
Key text(s):  Escape from Pompeii (Christina Balit), 
Baba Yaga (traditional Russian tale) and various 
non-fiction texts about volcanoes 
 

Ancient Footsteps 
Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/instruct 
 
Key text(s): Stone Age Boy (Satoshi Kitamura) 
 
End-point(s): narrative (fictional) and instructions 
(how to make a clay pot) 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to instruct/inform 
 
Key text(s): Stone Age Boy and various non-fiction 
texts about the Iron Age 
 
End-point(s): instructions (how to make a clay pot) 
and non-chronological report about the Iron Age 

Spying on the Locality! 
Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain 
 
Key text(s): The Tale of the Knucker Dragon 
 
End-point(s): narrative (short story) 
 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to persuade 
 
Key text(s): various persuasive non-fiction texts 
 
End-point(s): persuasive text to encourage readers to 
visit Tarring 
 

https://tabjunior.org.uk/The-Thomas-A-Becket-Way/
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/thomasabeckettworthing/UploadedDocument/ef669b2a-7692-44cd-814c-75b53cc85655/grammar-punctuation-and-vocabulary-overview.pdf
https://thegvoffice.com/public/sls-gvo130922/0
https://thegvoffice.com/public/sls-gvo130922/0
https://thegvoffice.com/public/sls-gvo130922/0
https://thegvoffice.com/public/sls-gvo130922/0


End-point(s): setting description, narrative 
(fictional) and non-chronological report 

 
Purpose: writing to entertain 
 
Key text(s): My Invisible Dragon (Ken Nesbitt) 
 
End-point(s): poetry 
 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s): 
Extracts from: 

● Leon and the Place Between (Angela 
McAllister) 

● Magicians from Around the World 
(information text) 

● Now + Here = Nowhere (poem) 
● Playbill (Abdul Kazam) 
● The BFG (Roald Dahl) 
● The Tunnel (Anthony Browne) 
● Baba Yaga (traditional tale) 

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s): 
Extracts from: 

● The Giant of Le Mont Saint Michel 
(traditional tale) 

● The Frog Prince (traditional tale) 
● The Emperor’s New Clothes (traditional 

tale) 
● Jack and the Beanstalk (traditional tale) 
● Roald Dahl biography (online source) 
● Boy - The Great Mouse Plot (Roald Dahl) 

 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s): 
Extracts from: 

● Information Texts about the Stone Age, 
Bronze Age and Iron Ages (various 
authors) 

● Stone Age Stories (Lizzie Strong) 
● Stig of the Dump (Clive King) 
● Skara Brae & Stonehenge (information 

text) 
● Mary Anning biography (BBC) 
● The Special Stone (Lizzie Strong) 
● Wind (poem by Pie Corbett) 

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s): 
Extracts from: 

● Playscripts (various extracts) 
● Aesop’s Fables 
● Iron Age story (Lizzie Strong) 
● Human Body (information text) 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s): 
Extracts from: 

● Sneaky Spies (information text) 
● My dad’s a secret agent (poem by Ken Nesbitt) 
●  Lyminster newspaper article (information text) 
● Swimming and sea safety (information text) 
● The Dragon Machine (Helen Ward) 
● Cactus (information text) 
● The Knucker Dragon (model text) 
● Toro! Toro! (Michael Morpurgo)  
● Plants (information text) 
● Bearded dragons (information text) 
● Legend of the chinese dragon (Marie Sellier) 
● The four dragons (folktale)  

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s): 
Extracts from: 

● Ken’s Summer Holiday (extract) 
● Wonderful Worthing Pier (model text) 
● A big surprise (poem by Michaela Morgan) 
● Alice in Wonderland (extract) 
● Chocolate cake (poem by Michael Rosen) 
● To the countryside (poem by Joseph Coehlo) 
● Turn the radio up (poem by Joseph Coehlo) 
● Animal riddle (poem by Pie Corbett) 
● My puppy punched me in the eye (poem by 

Kenn Nesbitt) 
 
 
 



Year 4 

Journeys 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/reflect 
 
Key text(s): The Miraculous Journey of Edward 
Tulane (Kate DiCamillo) & model text 
 
End-point(s): character description, diary entry, 
letter & short story 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to inform 
 
Key text(s): various non-fiction books about the 
Romans in Britain & model text 
 
End-point(s): non-chronological report about the 
Romans’ impact on Britain 

Water, water everywhere! 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain 
 
Key text(s): Kensuke’s Kingdom (Michael 
Morpurgo) & model text 
 
End-point(s): setting description & short story 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to explain 
 
Key text(s): various non-fiction texts about rivers & 
model text 
 
End-point(s): chronological report to explain the 
features of rivers and why they flow to the sea 

Into the Forest 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/reflect 
 
Key text(s): Race to Imagination Island (Mel Taylor-
Bessent) & model text 
 
End-point(s):  diary entry & short story 
 
Half term 2 
Curriculum planning in progress 
Purpose: writing to persuade 
 
Key text(s): themed model text which exemplifies key 
features of persuasion 
 
End-point(s): persuasive report 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● various poems themed on dragons 
● Dragonology: The Complete Book of 

Dragons (Dugald Steer) - a fiction book 
written in the style of non-fiction 

 
 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● When Jessie Came Across the Sea (Amy 
Hest) - a story about a young Jewish girl’s 
experience of immigrating to the USA 

● Dragonology (Dugald Steer) - a fiction 
book written in the style of non-fiction 

 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● The Shoemaker’s Apprentice (Chris 
Mould) - a traditional Polish tale 

● The Coast (Dr. Brian Knapp) - an 
information book about coastlines 

 
 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● The Tin Forest (Helen Ward) - a 
contemporary  fable  

● Nelson Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom 
(Nelson Mandela, abridged by Chris van 
Wyk) - the picture book edition of Nelson 
Madela’s autobiography 

Reading 
Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● The Scarab’s Secret (Nick Would) - a picture 
book story set in Ancient Egypt 

● Ancient Egypt - an information book about 
Ancient Egypt and the Ancient Egyptians 

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● How to Help a Hedgehog and Protect a Polar 
Bear: 70 Ways to Save Our Planet - a book 
about conservation and environmental issues 

Year 5  

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/recount 
 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/inform 
 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/persuade 
 



Key text(s): The Invention of Hugo Cabret (Brian 
Selznick) and Arthur and the Golden Rope (Norse 
myth) 
 
End-point(s): descriptions of setting and character, 
recount (diary entry), narrative (short story) 
 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to entertain 
 
Key text(s): The Invention of Hugo Cabret (Brian 
Selznick) and Arthur and the Golden Rope (Norse 
myth) 
 
End-point(s): narrative (short story), informal letter, 
persuasive argument, poetry 
 

Key text(s): The Highwayman (Alfred Noyes) and 
various non-fiction texts about the Maya 
 
End-point(s): narrative (re-telling the story from 
another character’s point of view), informative 
leaflet about the Maya 
 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to discuss/persuade/entertain 
 
Key text(s): Cosmic (Frank Cottrell-Boyce) 
 
End-point(s): setting description, poetry, persuasive 
advert, letter of advice, newspaper report 

Key text(s): Tribes (Seth Godin) 
 
End-point(s): narrative (alternative story opening), 
informal letter 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to entertain/persuade 
 
Key text(s): Tribes (Catherine MacPhail) and various 
fiction/non-fiction texts/e-sources 
 
End-point(s): narrative (alternative story ending), 
persuasive speech, creative narrative, non-chronological 
report 
 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● The Promise 
● Goldfish Boy 

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● Stitch Head 
● Little People, Big Dreams 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● Podkin One-Ear 
● Varied poetry 

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● Phoenix 
● Malamander 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● The Last Bear 
● Varied magazine articles 

 
Half term 2 
Curriculum planning in progress 
Key text(s):  

● Oranges in No Man’s Land 



Year 6 

Victorians 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to entertain/communicate and 
writing to inform 
 
Key text(s): Brightstorm: A Sky-ship Adventure 
(Vashti Hardy) & Shackleton’s Journey  
 
End-point(s): character description, letter of 
application, biography 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to entertain 
 
Key text(s): Brightstorm: A Sky-ship Adventure 
(Vashti Hardy) and Shackleton’s Journey. The 
children will also read ‘Ice Trap’  
 
End-point(s): short journey story set in the 
Brightstorm world and Weddell Sea poetry 

World of Change 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to reflect/inform 
 
Key text(s): Private Peaceful (Michael Morpurgo) 
 
End-point(s): research poster based on the 
outbreak of WW1, diary entry in character and 
non-chronological  fact file about life in WW1 
trenches 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to entertain/persuade 
 
Key text(s): Private Peaceful (Michael Morpurgo), a 
range of WW1 poetry e.g ‘In Flanders Field and 
Dulce et Decorum Est 
 
End-point(s): WW1 poem and geographical 
persuasive writing 
 

Ancient Greece 

Writing 
Half term 1 
Purpose: writing to inform 
 
End-point(s): a recount of the Battle of Marathon 
 
Half term 2 
Purpose: writing to inform and writing to communicate 
 
Key text(s): Titanium music video and The Final Year 
(Matt Goodfellow) 
 
End-point(s):  short suspense story based on Titanium  
and an informal letter to yourself/a year 5 child 
 
 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● Brightstorm - A Sky-ship Adventure 
● Shackleton’s Journey 

● Airships - a history 
● Street Child 

● Space Catastrophe 

● The Victorians - DK Explorer 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● Brightstorm - A Sky-Ship Adventure 
● Shackleton’s Journey 
● Ice Trap!  
● Street Child 

● The Red Cross 

● Jupiter 

● Crocodiles 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● Private Peaceful 
● Should We Halt Extinction? 
● The Jungle Book 
● Various WW1 poems 

 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● Private Peaceful 
● Various WW1 poems 
● Nasty Jobs from the Past 
● Pretoria Prison Break Out 
● SATs test revision 

 

Reading 
Half term 1 
Key text(s):  

● Pandora’s Box and various myths and legends 
from different cultures 

● SATs test revision 
 
Half term 2 
Key text(s):  

● The Final Year by Matt Goodfellow 
● Pandora’s Box and various myths and legends 

from different cultures 
 

 



 


