
 
 

 
Book Recommendations – Fluent and confident readers  

Year 3 
Philip Ardagh –The Eddy Dickens Trilogy (series) 
Steve Backshall – Tiger Wars (series) 
Elizabeth Beresford - The Wombles (series) 
Chris Blake – Time Hunters (series) – Outback Outlaw 
Michael Bond – Paddington Bear; Olga da Polga; Monsieur Pamplemousse and the Secret Mission (series) 
Frank Cottrell Boyce – Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Flies Again (series) 
Lewis Carroll – Alice’s Adventure in Wonderland; Alice Through the Looking Glass 
Cressida Cowell – How to Train Your Dragon (series) 
Gillian Cross – Demon Headmaster (series) 
Roald Dahl – James and the Giant Peach; Esio Trot; The Magic Finger, The BFG; Charlie and the Chocolate Factory; 
Matilda; Danny Champion of the World; and many more stories 
Terry Deary  Horrible Histories (series) 
Joshua Doder - Grk (series) 
Roddy Doyle – The Meanwhile Adventures; The Giggler Treatment 
Vivien French – The Most Wonderful Thing in the World 
Sally Gardner – The Invisible Boy; The Boy with the Lightning Feet;  
Kenneth Grahame – The Wind in the Willows 
Elizabeth Singer Hunt - Jack Stalwart (series) 
Rudyard Kipling – Just So Stories 
Sarah Lean – Tiger Days; Jack Pepper and many other titles 
Astrid Lindgren - Pippi  Longstocking (series) 
Alexander McCall Smith- Akimbo and the Elephants; Akimbo and the Lions and many other titles 
AA Milne -Now We Are Six; Winnie the Pooh 
Michael Morpurgo – The Last Wolf; Cool; Billy the Kid; Toro Toro!; The Butterfly Lion; Little Manfred; The Dancing Bear 
and many other titles 
Bali Rai – Soccer Squad (series) 
Philip Reeve – Oliver and the Seawigs and other titles 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery - The Little Prince 
Jeremy Strong – The Hundred Mile An Hour Dog and many other titles 
Sandi Toksvig – The Littlest Viking;  Unusual Day ; Super saver Mouse 
Jill Tomlinson – The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark and many other titles 
Kaye Umansky The Dreadful Dragon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 
Year 4 
Sam Angus –A Horse Called Hero; Soldier Dog 
Lynne Reid Banks – The Indian in the Cupboard 
Nina Bawden – The Peppermint Pig 
Ian Beck  - The Haunting of Charity Delafield 
Frank Cottrell Boyce – Cosmic;  The Unforgotten Coat 
Malorie Blackman – Operation Gadgetman! 
Sheila Burnford – The Incredible Journey 
Elen Caldecott:  The Mystery of Wickworth Manor; How Kirsty Jenkins Stole the Elephant; How Ali Ferguson Saved 
Houdini; Operation Eiffel Tower 
Patrick Carman – The 39 Clues (series) 
Simon Chesire – Saxby Smart Private Detective (series) 
Richmal Compton – Just William (series) 
Mackenzie Crook – The Lost Journals of Benjamin Tooth 
Terry Deary  Horrible Histories (series) 
Kate DiCamillo – The Tale of Desperaux; The Tiger Rising 
Tony Diterlizzi -The Spiderwick Chronicles 
Chris d’Lacey  - Last Dragon series 
Anne Digby - First Term at Trebizon  
Roddy Doyle – Wilderness; Brilliant and many other stories 
Penelope Farmer – Charlotte Sometimes 
Dan Freedman – Jamie Johnson (series) Born to Play; Kick off; Shoot to Win; Golden Goal; Skills from Brazil; Final 
Whistle 
Vivien French – The Robe of Skulls (Tales from the Five Kingdoms series) 
Clive Goddard –Fintan Fedora - The World’s Worst Explorer; Fintan Fedora Explores Again 
Bear Grylls – Sands of the Scorpion; Tracks of the Tiger; Strike of the Shark 
Herge – The Adventures of Tintin  
Anthony Horowitz – The Diamond Brothers: The Falcon’s Malteser (series); Groosham Grange (series);  
Benjamin Hulme-Cross – Warrior Heroes (series) 
Eva Ibbotson – One Dog and His Boy 
Diane Wynne Jones – Howl Series 
Erich Kastner – Emil and the Three Twins; Emil and the Detectives; The Flying Classroom; The Parent Trap 
P B Kerr – Children of the Lamp (series) 
Rudyard Kipling - The Jungle Book 
Lawrence – The Thieves of Ostia (series) 
Sarah Lean – Hero; The Forever Whale; A Horse for Angel; A Dog Called Homeless; Jack Pepper; Hero; Harry and Hope 
Edward Lear – The Complete Nonsense of Edward Lear; The Owl and the Pussycat 
CS Lewis - The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe (series) 
Gill Lewis-  Scarlet Ibis, White Dolphin, Moon Bear, Sky Hawk 
Rob Lloyd Jones – Wild Boy (series) 
Michelle Magorian – Good Night Mister Tom 
John Masefield – The Box of Delight 
L. M. Montgomery - Anne of Green Gables 
Andy Mulligan – Trash;  Ribblestrop (series) 
E Nesbit – The Enchanted Castle ; The Phoenix and the Carpet ; The Railway Children, Five Children and It 
Jenny Nimmo – Charlie Bone (series) 
Mary Norton -The Borrowers (series)   
Michelle Paver – Wolf Brother; Outcast (series) 
Eleanor H Porter - Pollyanna 
Willard Price- Python Adventure 
RJ Palacio – Wonder;  Auggie & Me  
Terry Pratchett – The Witch’s Vacuum Cleaner 
Arthur Ransome- Swallows and Amazons  
Rick Riordan - Percy Jackson (series) 
Megan Rix – The Runaways; The Bomber Dog; A Soldier’s Friend; The Great Escape; The Hero Pup 
JK Rowling – Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (series) 



 
 

Dodie Smith – 101 Dalmations 
Lemony Snicket – A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Johanna Spyri -Heidi 
Noel Streatfeild – Ballet Shoes; The Bell Family; A Vicarage Family; Tennis Shoes; White Boots; Tennis Shoes; Theatre 
Shoes 
Lauren St John – The White Giraffe; Dolphin Song; The Last Leopard; The Elephant’s Tale 
Jonathan Swift  - Gulliver’s Travels 
J R R Tolkein – The Hobbit; The Lord of the Rings 
Mark Twain – The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn; The Adventures of Tom Sawyer  
Kaye Umansky – The Dreadful Dragon  
Alison Uttley – A Traveller in Time 
E B White -Charlotte’s Web  
T. H. White - Sword in the Stone 
‘My Story’ series: ‘Street Child’ ‘The Trenches’ ‘Titanic’ ‘Roman Slave’ ‘Egyptian Princess’ – various authors including Jim 
Eldridge, Alison Prince, Valerie Wilding, Bertie Doherty 
 
 
 



 
 

Year 5 
 
David Almond Skellig, My Name is Mina, The Savage, The Tightrope Walkers, A Song for Ella Grey 
Joan Aiken – The Wolves of Willoughby Chase, The Cuckoo Tree++, - The Whispering Mountain 
Nina Bawden – Carrie’s War 
Cassie Beasley - Circus Mirandus  
Paul Berna - A Hundred Million Francs 
Anne Booth – Girl with a White Dog 
Frank Cottrell Boyce – Millions; Framed; Cosmic; The Astounding Broccoli Boy; Sputnik’s Guide to Life on Earth 
John Boyne – The Terrible Thing that Happened to Barnaby Brocket and other stories 
Lucy M. Boston – The Green Knowe series: The Children of Green Knowe; The Stranger at Green Knowe;  The Treasure 
at Green Knowe; An Enemy at Green Knowe  
Jan Burchett & Sara Vogler – Spy Master (series) 
Frances Hodgson Burnett - The Secret Garden  
Erin Bow – Wood Angel 
Emma Carroll – The Girl Who Walked on Air; Frost Hollow Hall, In Darkling Wood 
Mary Clive - Christmas with the Savages 
Suzanne Collins – Gregor the Overlander – The Underland Chronicles series 
Zizou Corder Lion Boy (series)  
Eoin Colfer – Artemis Fowl (series); and others 
Wendy Constance - Brave  
Catherine Constable – The Wolf Princess; A Winter’s Tale 
Colin Dann  - The Animals of Farthing Wood (series) 
Jennifer Donnelly - Dark Tide  
Siobham Dowd -The London Eye Mystery 
Roddy Doyle – Greyhound of a Girl and other titles 
Helen Dunmore – Ingo (The Ingo Chronicle series) 
Gerald Durrell – My Family and Other Animals 
Abi Elphinston -  The Shadow Keeper ++ 
Lissa Evans – Small Change for Stuart; Big Change for Stuart 
Anne Fine: Madame Doubtfire and other stories 
Charlie Fletcher – Dragon Shield (series) 
Chris d’lacey – The Erth Dragons series 
Natasha  Farrant  - Time for Jas 
John Flanigan – Ranger’s Apprentice 
Sarah Moore Fitzgerald - A Very good Chance ; The Apple Tart of Hope  
Stewart Foster – Bubble Boy 
Julia Golding – The Diamond of Drury Lane; Cat Among the Pigeons (series) 
Lucy & Stephen Hawking – George and the Unbreakable Code;  George and the Big Bang; George’s Cosmic Treasure 
Hunt (series) 
Shane Hegarty – Darkmouth (series) 
Herge – The Adventures of Tintin  
Frances Hodgson Burnett – The Secret Garden  
Eva Ibbotson – Journey to the River Sea; The Dragonfly Pool and many other stories 
Gabrielle Kent – Alfie Bloom (series) 
Liz Kessler - The Tail of Emily Windsnap (series) 
Ursula Le Guin – A Wizard of Earthsea 
Elizabeth Laird – The Garbage King; Oranges in No Man’s Land 
M G Leonard – Beetle Boy 
Margi McAllister – Archie’s War ++ 
Ellis Melloy – Under Wildwood, Wildwood Imperium 
Richard Platt – Pirate Diary 
Terry Pratchett – Truckers; Diggers; Wings and other novels 
Sarah Prineas – The Magic Thief (series) 
Philip Pullman – Northern Lights (His Dark Materials trilogy); Sally Lockhart Quartet(series) 
Anthony Read – The Baker Street Boys (series) 
Philip Reeve – Mortal Engine (series); Larklight; StarCross 



 
 

Chris Riddell & Paul Stewart – Barnaby Grimes (series) 
Joan G. Robinson – When Marnie Was There 
Katherine Rundell – Rooftoppers; The Girl Savage 
Marcus Sedgwick - Flood and Fang 
Ian Serraillier – The Silver Sword 
Kate Saunders – Five Children on the Western Front 
Roland Smith – Jungle Hunters 
Lauren St John – Dead Man’s Cove; Kidnap in the Caribbean; Kentucky Thriller 
Rosemary Sutcliffe – Beowulf: Dragon Slayer 
Sandi Toksvig – Hitler’s Canary 
JRR Tolkien - The Hobbit 
Geoffrey Trease: Cue for Treason 
Henry Treece -The Viking Saga 
Carol Wilkinson – Dragon Keeper (series) 
Katherine Woodfine – The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow 
Malala Yousafzai -  I am Malala 
 
  



 
 

 
Year 6 # parental guidance 
Holly Black & Cassandra Clare – Magisterium (series) 
Malorie Blackman – Pig Heart Boy 
John Boyne – The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Peter Jay Black – Urban Outlaws (series) 
Pseudonymous Bosch – The Name of This Book is Secret – (series) 
John Boyne- Noah Barleywater Runs Away; The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 
Melvyn Burgess – Cry of the Wolf 
Lauren Child – Ruby Redfort: Look Into My Eyes (series) 
Susan Cooper – The Dark is Rising 
Gillian Cross – Born of the Sun  
Eoin Colfer -WARP The Reluctant Assassin (series) 
Emily Diamand - Flood Child (series) 
Charles Dickens – Oliver Twist; Great Expectations 
Bertie Doherty – The Company of Ghosts 
Arthur Conan Doyle – The Great Adventures of Sherlock Holmes 
Tonke Dragt – The Letter for the King  
S E Durrant – Little Bits of Sky 
Deborah Ellis - Parvanna’s Journey; The Breadwinner 
Abi Elphinstone – The Dreamsnatcher; The Shadow Keeper 
J. Meade Falkner - Moonfleet 
Emerald Fennell – Shiverton Hall, The Creeper 
Neil Gaiman – The Graveyard Book, Coraline 
Rohan Gavin – Knightley & Son; K-9 
GR Gemin – Cowgirl; Sweet Pizza 
Morris Gleitzman Once, Now,Then, After 
 
Candy Gourlay – Shine; Tall Story 
Michelle Harrison – Thirteen Treasures (series) 
Anthony Horowitz – Stormbreaker -Alex Rider (series);  The Power of Five (series) 
Charlie Higson – Silverfin -Young Bond(series) 
Eve Ibbotson - The Morning Gift; A Company of Swans; Magic Flutes; The Secret Countess 
Norton Juster  The Phantom Tollbooth (series) 
Liz Kessler –A Year Without Autumn 
Andrew Lane –Young Sherlock Holmes (series) Night Break;  Death Cloud 
Penelope Lively – A Stitch in Time 
Michelle Magorian –Just Henry, Cuckoo in the Nest; A Spoonful of Jam 
Simon Mayo – Itch (series) 
Geraldine McCaughrean The Positively Last Performance; Gold Dust; A Pack of Lies; Cyrano; The Kite Rider; Al Little 
Lower Than the Angels; Not the End of the World, The White darkness; Stop the Train; Smile! The Middle of Nowhere 
Robert Muchamore  - Henderson Boys series – One Shot Kill, Secret Army, Scorched Earth, The Escape; # 
Chris Priestly – Tales of Terror From the Black Ship (series) 
Chris Riddell & Paul Stewart – The Edge Chronicles (series) 
Joan G Robinson- When Marnie was There  
Jason Rohan – The Sword of Kuromori (series) 
Louis Sacher – Holes and other stories 
Alex Scarrow – Time Riders (series) 
Ian Seraillier - The Silver Sword  
Dodie Smith – I Capture the Castle # 
Lauren St John – The One Dollar Horse; Race the Wind 
Robin Stevens  - Murder Most Unladylike (series) 
Catherine Storr – Marianne Dreams 
Sandi Toksvig– Hitler’s Canary 
Jules Verne – Journey to the Centre of the Earth 
Mark Walden – H.I.V.E. (series) 
Lara Williamson – The Boy Who Sailed the Ocean in an Armchair ; A Boy Called Hope 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Norton-Juster/e/B000AP8N0E/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1
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