
Friday 3  Julyrd

INSET DAY - School Closed to Pupils

Monday 6  Julyth

Year 4 Lodge Hill
Year 4 Heartwood Explorers
6PG Class Assembly 2:10pm

Tuesday 7  Julyth

Year 4 Lodge Hill 
Year 4 Heartwood Explorers
Year 5 Celebration Morning

9:00am - 5LN & 5RM
9:30am - 5HP & 5BB
10:25am - 5RW & 5CT

Year 5 Top-up Swimming (Selected
pupils)

Wednesday 8  Julyth

Year 4 Lodge Hill
Year 4 Heartwood Explorers
Year 5 Top-up Swimming (Selected
pupils)

Thursday 9  Julyth

Year 4 Lodge Hill
Year 3 Open Morning

9-9:25am - 3FH & 3CT
9:30-9.55am - 3AW & 3SM
10:25-10:50am - 3IM & 3SS

Friday 10  Julyth

Year 4 Lodge Hill

Monday 13  July - Friday 17  Julyth th

Year 6 TAB Fest Week

Monday 13  Julyth

Year 4 Open Classroom
1:35pm - 4CR, 4LG and 4JW
2:05pm - 4TB, 4LH and 4CF

Wednesday 15  Julyth

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party

TAB NEWS
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Together Achieving Better

KEY DATES
I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for all your support over the
past week with the unprecedented heatwave and keeping the children safe.

We hope that all children enjoyed spending the day with their new teachers
yesterday and it has been lovely to hear what our Year 6 children got up to at
their secondary schools.

We have a few members of staff who will be leaving TAB at the end of this
term.  We wish Mr White, Miss Ghattas, Mr Atkinson, Mrs Nulty and Mrs Lee all
the best.

Mrs Harris, one of our Music teachers will also be leaving us at the end of this
term.  She has been a cornerstone of the music department at Thomas A Becket
Junior School for over two decades. Since joining us, she has worked tirelessly to
ensure that every pupil, regardless of their prior experience, had the
opportunity to engage with and enjoy music. From our wonderful Spring
Concerts to smaller events, she has led thousands of children through the
experience of live performance and fostered a genuine interest in a wide range
of instruments and genres.

Beyond the classroom, her commitment to our extracurricular life has been
exceptional. Through her work with our choirs, orchestra, and samba bands, she
provided a creative outlet for pupils long after the school day ended. Her belief
that music is for everyone has left a lasting impact on our school culture and on
the many pupils she has taught over the years.

While we will miss her, we are delighted that she will now have the time to
enjoy a well-earned retirement.

On behalf of the governors, staff, and pupils, I would like to thank Mrs Harris for
her 22 years of service and wish her the very best for the future.

Mrs Linford
Executive Headteacher

With the warm weather that we are experiencing at the moment, can we
please ask that children have sun cream applied before they come to
school and that they bring a suitable hat with them for break and
lunchtime. 

Please also ensure they have a clear named water bottle which can be
refilled through the day.

Warmer Weather



If you need to contact a teacher, please use either the school office email address (office@tabjunior.org.uk) or
the staff member's work email.  These can be found on the school website here:
https://www.tabjunior.org.uk/Our-Staff/

You can contact your child’s class teacher for matters relating to teaching and learning or pastoral/behaviour.
Please note that teachers will only access emails and reply between 8:00am and 5:30pm in the working week.
We would kindly ask that you schedule or send your email during these times, Monday to Friday unless there
are exceptional circumstances.

For matters which are not related to teaching and learning or pastoral/behaviour, e.g. attendance or medical
needs,  please email office@tabjunior.org.uk so that the information can be passed to the correct person. 

If there is a change in your child's collection arrangements, including if they are being collected by a different
adult, please ensure that you email your child's class teacher giving 24 hours notice.  

For short notice changes to your child’s pick up arrangement please contact the school office.  Please ensure
that you give as much notice as possible to ensure that the message can be passed on to your child.

We will aim to respond to all emails within 2 working days. 

From September 2026, school meals at Thomas A Becket Junior School will be provided by ISS Education, who
are taking over from Chartwells as part of a new West Sussex County Council contract.

ISS will be bringing exciting new menus and a brand new online ordering system to make managing school
meals easier than ever for families. Great news on price too, meals will be just £2.95 per day, which is 25p less
than the current charge. If you think you may be eligible for Free School Meals then check the WSCC website
and apply today www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-and-families/schools-and-colleges/free-school-
meals/.

To find out more about what's coming, including menus and how the new ordering system will work, visit
www.feedwestsussex.co.uk. If you have any questions in the meantime, please contact
office@thomasabecketjunior.org.uk.

Contacting Teaching Staff by Email

New Hot Meals Provider - September 2026

2026 Summer Reading Challenge
The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge, Read to the Beat launches in West Sussex Libraries on Saturday 4  July.
It’s the UK’s biggest reading-for-pleasure programme for children aged 4 to 11, presented by The Reading
Agency and delivered in public libraries. Last year, nearly 11,000 children joined the challenge in West Sussex. 

th

Read to the Beat encourages children to read amazing library books of their choice over the summer holidays.
They will receive a music-themed sticker booklet, collecting special stickers and other exciting rewards each
time they return to the library. There are fun activities in libraries throughout the summer, as well as a character
hunt with a prize draw. Children who finish the challenge by Saturday 12 September will be rewarded with a
certificate and medal!

Registration is now open, please follow the link here: Registration link

https://www.tabjunior.org.uk/Our-Staff/
http://youtube.com/watch?si=XFtxobseGMQP_hVu&v=sMuo6FoK8bk&feature=youtu.be
https://libraries.westsussex.gov.uk/Union/Search?view=list&lookfor=&searchIndex=EventsKeyword&searchSource=events&filter%5b%5d=event_type:%22Summer%20Reading%20Challenge%22
https://libraries.westsussex.gov.uk/src


Year 5 Learn About Sustainable and Safe Travel
Year 5 recently took part in an engaging workshop led by the Southeast Communities
Rail Partnership. During the session, pupils explored the importance of sustainability
and healthy travel choices.

The children discussed the impact of pollution and traffic congestion on the
environment and considered different ways to travel more sustainably. They also
learned about the benefits of healthy travel options, such as walking and cycling.

As part of the workshop, pupils were taught how to travel safely on trains and gained a better understanding
of the role rail travel can play in reducing environmental impact.

The workshop was both informative and interactive, encouraging pupils to think about how their travel choices
can help create a healthier and more sustainable future.

Y5 TAB Wheels Up!
Year 5 pupils recently took part in a TAB Wheels Up! session, where they developed
their cycling skills and learnt important road safety tips.

The children practised safe cycling techniques and built their confidence on their bikes
by embracing the challenges with enthusiasm, showing great perseverance and
determination as they improved their skills.

It was fantastic to see the pupils grow in confidence and gain valuable knowledge to help them stay safe
while cycling.

Forest School Development
We would like to say a huge thank you to Paddy Hawksworth for
building our amazing new coat and bag storage area for Forest
School. The new storage provides children with a dedicated
space to safely store their coats and bags while they enjoy their
outdoor learning experiences.

This is the first step in our Forest School development and we are
excited about our improvements and new projects. We have
more updates coming soon, so watch this space!

Thank you, Paddy, for your hard work and support in helping us
create an even better outdoor environment for our children.



Y4 Endangered Animals Topic 
Fascinating Owl Encounter
Year 4 pupils were treated to a memorable and educational experience when the UK
Owl & Raptor Centre visited the school.

During the visit, the children had the exciting opportunity to meet three different
species of owl: a Long-Eared Owl, a Barn Owl and an Australian Southern Boobook. The
visitors shared fascinating facts about each bird, giving pupils a closer look at these
remarkable owls and their unique characteristics.

The children learnt about the owls’ natural habitats and discovered where different
species live around the world. They also found out what owls like to hunt and watch for
when searching for food. The session provided an insight into how these skilled
predators survive in the wild.

An important part of the visit focused on conservation. Pupils learnt why the numbers
of some owl species are declining, including habitat loss and the use of pesticides. They
discovered that pesticides can reduce the number of insects and small mammals that
owls rely on for food and in some cases, can harm the birds directly through the food
chain. This helped the children understand the importance of protecting wildlife and
caring for natural environments.

Endangered Grey Partridge Chicks
Year 4 had an amazing opportunity to meet some grey partridge chicks
and learn about the challenges these birds face in the wild.
The children discovered that grey partridges are on the Red List of
endangered birds in the UK. They learnt that habitat loss and a lack of
food in their environment have caused their numbers to decline over
time.

Pupils were excited to find out that the chicks they met are part of a local
conservation project and will be released back into the wild to help
increase the population of this endangered species.

The visit was a fantastic way for Year 4 to learn about conservation and
the importance of protecting wildlife and their habitats.
Hedgehog Visit
Year 4 were delighted to welcome some hedgehogs to school as part of a special wildlife
visit.

The children learnt about the lives of hedgehogs, including what they eat, where they
live and how they prepare for hibernation. They also discovered that hedgehog numbers
have declined in recent years due to habitat loss, busy roads and a lack of suitable
places to shelter.

Pupils were fascinated to see the hedgehogs up close and learnt how they can help
protect these much-loved animals by creating wildlife-friendly spaces in their gardens
and local areas.



At our school, we strive to provide our students with all the necessary resources to
represent our school with pride and dignity. One of these essential resources is the
sports kits and football kits, which we provide to the students who participate in the
school teams.

However, we have noticed that some of the kits, particularly the blue TAB sports t-shirts,
football kits, football socks and shorts and basketball kit, have not been returned to us.
Therefore, we would like to request your assistance in returning any items of school kits
that your child may have in their possession. This will enable us to continue to provide a
complete kit for the tournaments and competitions we participate in. Please see the
photo attached for examples of our sports kits.

Returning of TAB Sports Kits

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to contact the TAB PE Department.

Please return any kit to Miss Pearcy in the PE Office or to Reception as soon as possible.

Reaching Families
Worthing Parent/Carer Support Group for families with children with SEND from Reaching Families -
Tuesday 7th July at Durrington Community Centre - 10am until 11.30am- visiting guests Thought-full
If you are a parent or carer of a child or young person who has, or you think may have, special educational
needs or disabilities in West Sussex, you are warmly invited to join Reaching Families at our Worthing
Umbrellas parent/carer support group.

Umbrellas provides an informative, supportive, relaxed and non-judgemental space where parents and
carers can connect with others, share experiences, swap hints and tips, and access helpful information,
advice and resources. Please join us on Tuesday 7th July at Durrington Community Centre, BN13 3PB,
anytime between 10.00am and 11.30am.

This month we will be joined by Guild Care, who will be sharing information about their Ashdown Day
Centre, which provides short‑break sessions and activities for children and young people with additional
needs or disabilities, supporting their development and giving parents and carers valuable respite.

There’s no need to book — just pop in for a cuppa, a biscuit and a chat. We look forward to welcoming you.

If you’re unable to attend in person, our online Umbrellas support group runs once a month via Zoom on a
Thursday evening from 7.30–9.00pm and is another great way to connect and receive support. If you would
like to attend the online group, please email outreach-training@reachingfamilies.org.uk and we will send you
the Zoom link. The next online group will take place on Thursday 9th July, 7.30–9pm.

Please note: your child does not need a diagnosis for you to access our services.



Music Recital
On Thursday 18th June we held a recital evening to celebrate our musical talents at TAB! 

Our evening showcased such a variety of instruments and voices, including a saxophone, guitars, piano,
keyboards, flutes, violins and beautiful singing voices! 

A huge well done to everyone who participated, it has taken a lot of hard work and practice in the lead up and a
lot of bravery on the night to perform to a live audience!

What an incredible day of athleticism, teamwork, and school spirit we witnessed at this year’s Sports
Day! 

The energy was electric as our four communities Amberley, Bramber, Hastings and Lewes went head to
head in a fantastic display of sporting talent and community spirit. The event kicked off with an hour of
class rotations, featuring a variety of team challenges. This was a magnificent demonstration of our core
value of collaboration. The children worked seamlessly in their community groups, encouraging one
another to maximise their points. During the second hour, the action moved over to the running track.
The atmosphere was brilliant and the support for all the runners from the children, staff and
parent/carers was incredible. We saw some superb individual community wins, with some photo finishes
on the line! The children all showed great sportsmanship and resilience. 

Well done to our year 3/4 champions LEWES and our year 5/6 champions AMBERLEY. Well done to all the
children for embodying our values so fantastically. 

Sports Day



The Finale: They fought all the way to the very elite stages of the tournament, cementing their place as
National Quarterfinalists. They narrowly missed out on a Semifinal spot in a heart-stopping, sudden-death
overtime shootout on the final play of the game, proving they are among the absolute best in Great Britain.

This is the second year in a row our school has qualified for the National Finals since starting the game at
school 3 years ago — a massive achievement, especially as it was accomplished with two entirely different sets
of players.

A Rapidly Growing Sport: NFL Flag football is currently growing at a huge rate across the UK, carrying an extra
wave of excitement at the moment as the sport is officially set to feature in the next Olympic Games!
https://www.nfl.com/ukire/nfl-flag

"The children have come in this year, turned their natural sporting ability to NFL Flag, and have absolutely
flourished doing so. It’s such an accessible and exciting sport to be a part of, and the kids have had a brilliant
time learning the game. This is exactly why we do this job—to see children develop new skills, enjoy
themselves, and work together as a team, all with smiles on their faces—with the added bonus of becoming
one of the best teams in Great Britain"

"To qualify for the National Finals two years in a row with two completely different groups of players is a truly
historic achievement for our school. It is a fantastic testament to the hard work of our coaching staff, and
above all, the incredible talent, teamwork, and resilience of our pupils. With the sport growing so rapidly and
heading to the Olympics next, it's an amazing time for the children to be involved."

Sports News
Flag Football National Finals
We would like to say an amazing well done to our Flag football
team who competed in the National Finals Competition a few
weeks ago.
The Journey to the National Finals:
The team won their qualifying competition completely
unbeaten, and followed it up by going unbeaten through the
South East Regionals in Surrey to book their place at the
National Finals in Manchester as one of the 12 best teams in
GB.

https://www.nfl.com/ukire/nfl-flag


Year 3 & 4 Southern Area Quad Kids Finals
Year 3/4 Southern Area quad kids finals took place in the rain! We were so impressed with how all of the
children showed resilience and determination, despite the weather conditions. 

Faced with both rain, then sunshine. They completed all 4 events including 50m, long jump, vortex and
400m. 
They all worked hard across the events and left everything out on the track. We are really proud of how hard
they all tried and the effort they put in. 

The results were really close with a 5th place finish overall against some strong teams. 

Legacy games 
A fantastic day at the annual Legacy Games for our athletics teams. The team were full of energy and supported
each other across the afternoon, showing fantastic community spirit. 

The track events saw some superb runs with some nail biting finishes. The children taking part in the middle
distances races showed great determination. Our throwing events were full of great technique and power which
we saw travel impressive distances. Our long jumpers put together some fantastic jumps across the afternoon.
Well done to our relay teams who showed great team work and determination in the heats and finals. 

We saw some great individual wins throughout the day.  We finished 5th place as a team overall. 



Books of the Week!
Year 3 – Jeff Brown – Flat Stanley (series)
Year 4 – Malorie Blackman – Operation Gadgetman!
Year 5 -  Frances Hodgson Burnett – The Secret Garden
Year 6 – Tonke Dragt – The Letter for the King

 SOCIAL MEDIA
Don’t forget to follow us on social media
to see what the children get up to at
school and also on your child’s Google
Classroom.  
You can find us
@thomasabecketjuniorschool. If you
need login details for Google Classroom
please speak to your child’s teacher.

AMAZON WISH LIST 
We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone
for your kind donations purchased from our school
Amazon wish list so far. 
Please follow the link below to review our wish list,
which has games, books and resources used in class
lessons and lunchtimes. 

Thomas A Becket Junior School - Amazon Wish List

 

Attached to TAB News
Face Family Advice July 2026 Timetable
Reaching Families Parent Support Group
Reaching Families Summer Term Training
Reaching Families - Parent Guide
Top Tips for Managing Digital Boundaries for Under-5s

https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/10BD325XUMY1H?ref_=wl_share
https://www.reachingfamilies.org.uk/guides.html
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